
F
Museum of the 
Anthropocene: 
Hidden Histories in 
the V&A Collection 
The Blavatnik Hall 
19.00, 20.00, 21.00

Please note these tours have a limited 
capacity. Sign up from 18.30.

We are living in the Anthropocene, 
an era defined by legacies of 
industrialism, colonialism, and 
consumerism, in which human 
activity has become the dominant 
environmental force shaping our 
planet. Join V&A Anthropocene 
Reading Group conveners Sam 
Parkin and Zofia Trafas White, 
researcher Clara de Massol, and 
V&A East assistant curator Janice 
Li on tours sharing research into 
this epoch’s implications for the 
V&A, exploring untold stories 
behind our collection.

G
The Design of 
Extinction Rebellion
The Blavatnik Hall 
19.30, 20.00, 20.30

Please note these talks have a limited 
capacity. Sign up from 18.30.

In July 2019, the V&A added a 
series of objects that explore 
the design identity of Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) to its collections. 
A number were acquired as part 
of the Rapid Response Collecting 
programme, while the V&A 
Museum of Childhood collected 
items created by children in the 
XR Families network. Join Corinna 
Gardner, senior curator of design 
and digital, and Kristian Volsing, 
project curator: Museum of 
Childhood Futureplan, to hear 
more about these objects and 
the design choices behind them.

@always__curious 
@K_Vo_

H
Queers in the Garden
Art Studio 
18.45, 20.00

Please note these workshops have a limited 
capacity. Sign up from 18.30.

LGBTQIA+ people have much 
to offer to climate justice 
– including experience in 
challenging assumptions, 
reinventing kinship and building 
community. Connecting to 
nature can also offer many tools 
which enable us to take care 
of ourselves and each other. In 
this workshop, consider ways 
to nurture a sense of belonging 
to the world we’re trying to 
make better. Through outdoor 
exploring, discussion and playful 
activities, discover how we might 
use queerness to save the world. 
Allies welcome.

@katherinetarka 
katherinemcmahon.org

I
Forgotten Grounds 
National Art Library 
From 19.00

Coats and bags are not permitted in 
the Library, please leave these items in 
the cloakroom.

Discover the evolving landscape 
of South Kensington and its 
diminishing relationship with 
the natural world through 
this display of photographs 
and botanical illustration 
from the National Art Library 
collections. Reconnect with 
the environments that once 
existed here by creating your 
own drawings inspired by the 
examples on show.

J
8
Prince Consort Gallery, Room 110

8 is a series of photographs by El 
Hardwick, Chrissie White, Clara 
Pathé and Justina Goldbeck, and 
texts written by Hardwick. The 
project follows a cli-fi (climate 
fiction) narrative in which the 
last reserves of energy on earth 
are used by the elite to mass-
upload their consciousness to 
cyberspace, leaving behind those 
more marginalised to upkeep the 
servers to earn right of entry. This 
installation is presented ahead 
of its publication later this year 
alongside the release of Hardwick’s 
debut album on 33-33 records, 
under the moniker Moonbow.

@El_Hardwick 
@ChrissieWhite 
@ClaraPathe 
@Justina.Goldbeck

K
Petit Oiseau
Paintings, Room 82 
The Edwin and Susan Davies Gallery 
20.00, 21.00

Painter and multi-
instrumentalist Jatinder Singh 
Durhailay and experimental 
sound artist Suren Seneviratne 
present a new musical work 
titled Petit Oiseau. The project 
brings together rare classical 
Indian string instruments played 
by Durhailay and Seneviratne’s 
custom modular synth patches 
programmed on an E-MU 
Command Station synthesiser. 
Petit Oiseau will be released in 
November 2019 by Poetic Pastel 
Press, an independent publishing 
house inspired by the Deep 
Ecology movement.

@jatindersinghdurhailay 
@mypandashallfly 
@poeticpastel

L
How natural is 
Human Enhancement?
Paintings, Room 87 
The Edwin and Susan Davies Gallery

Is wanting to enhance ourselves 
by artificial means a natural 
process, or a violation of what 
it means to be human? This 
workshop asks, if we follow 
our natural urge to improve 
ourselves, does this mean that 
human enhancement is in fact 
‘natural’? How are enhancement 
technologies changing what 
we perceive to be natural? And 
where do we draw the line?

@lesleyanndaly 
lesleyanndaly.com

ALSO ON TONIGHT
 
FOOD: Bigger than 
the Plate
Until 20 October 2019 
Sponsored by BaxterStorey

Mary Quant
Until 16 February 2020 
Sponsored by King’s Road 
With support from 
GRoW @ Annenberg

Tim Walker: 
Wonderful Things
Until 8 March 2020

COMING UP
 
We’re heading to Hackney Wick 
for our next Friday Late on 25 
October. Join us there to explore 
how artists and designers are 
responding to the changing 
landscape of east London.

COVER ARTWORK
 
Gayle Chong Kwan, New Atlantis, 
Cockaigne (series), 2004 
gaylechongkwan.com

KEEP IN TOUCH
 
vam.ac.uk/fridaylate

Visit vam.ac.uk/signup and 
subscribe to our e-newsletters 
featuring exhibitions, events 
and special offers. 

 victoriaandalbertmuseum 
 V_and_A 
 vamuseum

View photos of Friday Late on 
flickr.com/photos/fridaylate

This programme is also available 
online. Help us to reduce 
our paper consumption by 
downloading the full programme 
at vam.ac.uk/fridaylate.

https://twitter.com/always__curious/
https://twitter.com/K_Vo_
https://www.instagram.com/katherinetarka/
https://katherinemcmahon.org
https://www.instagram.com/El_Hardwick/
https://www.instagram.com/ChrissieWhite/
https://www.instagram.com/ClaraPathe/
https://www.instagram.com/Justina.Goldbeck/
https://www.instagram.com/jatindersinghdurhailay/
https://www.instagram.com/mypandashallfly/
https://www.instagram.com/poeticpastel/
https://www.instagram.com/lesleyanndaly/
https://www.lesleyanndaly.com
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/food-bigger-than-the-plate
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/food-bigger-than-the-plate
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/mary-quant
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/tim-walker
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/tim-walker
http://vam.ac.uk/fridaylate
http://vam.ac.uk/signup
http://facebook.com/victoriaandalbertmuseum
http://twitter.com/V_and_A
http://instagram.com/vamuseum
http://flickr.com/photos/fridaylate
http://vam.ac.uk/fridaylate
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ANTHROPOCENE Friday 27 September 2019
18.30 – 22.00

In May 2019, a panel of scientists 
voted to classify our current age 
as a new geological epoch — the 
Anthropocene. Human-driven 
changes to the earth’s systems 
are so great that we have 
shifted from being inhabitants 
to becoming a geological force 
directly impacting the planet. 
This Friday Late, consider how 
we got here and explore ways 
to reconnect with the natural 
world. Experience dance which 
softens the industrial and 
questions productivity. Find 
out how human-enhancement 
technology challenges our 
perceptions of the ‘natural’, and 
question what an obsession with 
houseplants reveals about our 
transient and precarious times.

All events are free and places 
are designated on a first-
come, first-served basis unless 
stated otherwise. Filming and 
photography will take place 
at this event. If you have any 
access requirements, please let 
us know in advance by emailing 
disability@vam.ac.uk.

Please note, if the V&A reaches 
capacity we will allow access on 
a one-in, one-out basis.

#FridayLate

A
Sea Things
Grand Entrance, Cromwell Road

This new installation by Sam 
Jacob Studio is a digital and 
physical manifestation of the 
global single-use plastics crisis. 
Sea Things is a suspended 
two-way mirrored cube with 
an animated motion graphic, 
creating an image as wide as 
the ocean and as large as the 
challenges we face. Supported 
by SAP as part of London Design 
Festival 2019.

@_samjacob 
samjacob.com

B
EcoDisco
Grand Entrance, Cromwell Road 

EcoDisco was launched in June 
2019 by London promoter duo 
Tail&Twist as London’s first 
club night to remove all single-
use plastics. As well as making 
headlines for their progressive 
work on sustainability, they also 
know how to throw a party chock-
full of disco infused house. Expect 
a soulful set of irresistible revelry.

@tailandtwist

C
The Elsewhen Series
Across the V&A

Across five dance duets, 
Theo Clinkard and Leah 
Marojevic continue the work 
of the Romantic movement 
by embodying its values to 
soften the industrial, question 
productivity and defend 
dream spaces. Conceived 
to be stumbled upon, these 
dances bring the spontaneous 
wanderings and powerful 
yearnings of the heart and 
mind into the visible realm 
through duration, repetition and 
the naïve belief that the body 
doesn’t have to be here, it can be 
elsewhen.

@theelsewhenseries 
leahmarojevic.com 
theoclinkard.com

SAVAGE IS NOBLE 
The Raphael Cartoons, Room 48a 
18.30

LAUNDRY 
The Raphael Cartoons, Room 48a 
19.15

TIME TO DISAPPEAR KIDS 
The Sackler Courtyard 
19.45

CLARION CALL 
Tapestries, Room 94 
20.30 
Please note this performance contains nudity.

MOVE TO FEEL, FEEL TO MOVE 
Sculpture 1300–1600, Room 25 
21.15

D
Talk and Bask
Europe 1600–1815 Galleries  
The Salon, Room 4 
19.00 and throughout the Late

How do a generation of creatives 
use green spaces to inform their 
work? In an urban environment 
with shrinking space, consider 
how people are creating 
sanctuaries inside. Journalist 
Kieran Yates brings together a 
panel of creatives to discuss how 
to detoxify on your own terms, 
how learning to have a long-
term relationship with a peace 
lily in these transient tech times 
can be radical, and how we can 
imagine a green future. Hear 
the panel speak at 19.00 or drop 
in throughout the Late to bask 
among the plants.

@kieran_yates

E
Decolonising Design: 
Curating an Intersectional 
Climate Movement
Fashion, Room 40 
18.45 and throughout the Late

How can curation, campaigning 
and communication come 
together for climate justice? 
Join curator Janine Francois, 
creative director and organiser 
Suzanne Dhaliwal and Angela 
Chan from Worm: art+ecology to 
discuss how race, gender, class 
and LGBTQIA+ issues intersect 
with climate change. Take part 
in a talk at 18.45 then put the 
ideas into practice in a drop-in 
workshop.

@worm.art.ecology 
@itsJaninebtw 
@zoozanne 
wormworm.org
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